
Mineral Cootie Catcher 

“Crystal Faces” 

©2007 Diamond Dan Publications.  All pictures and articles in this newsletter are property of Diamond Dan 

Publications and can not be copied or reused in any format (printed or electronic) without written permission 

of Diamond Dan Publications, P.O. Box 143, Manchester, New York  14504 or diamonddan@rochester.rr.com. 



Cootie Catcher Directions    
 

1.  Cut out the cootie catcher on the previous page. 
2.  Fold it in half  from the silver corner to the pyrite corner.  You will be fold-
ing the pictures of  the minerals in half.  Every time you make a fold, press 
hard to make a sharp fold in the paper. 

3.  Open the paper and fold it in half  
from the fluorite corner to the emerald 
corner.  Again, you will be folding the 
pictures of  the minerals in half. 
Unfold so you are back to the square. 
4.  Next, flip it over so the blank side is 
facing up and fold the mineral picture 
corners into the center of  the creases in 
the paper.  You will now have a smaller 
square with the four mineral pictures 
facing you. 
5.  Flip it over again so that the facts 
about the minerals are facing up.  Fold 
all four corner points to the center 

again. 
6.  Put your two thumbs and two fingers into each of  the four flap pockets.  
The flap pockets are the spaces under the mineral pictures.  Use your fingers to 
press the center creases so that all four flaps meet at a point in the center. 
 

How to play    
Have a player choose one of  the top four mineral squares. Spell the mineral 
they chose while you open and close the Cootie Catcher once for each letter in 
the mineral they selected. The player then selects one of  the four numbers on 
the inside.  Open up and down and side to side as you count the number they 
picked. When you've stopped counting, look inside and let the player choose 
again.  Open and close the right number of  times, then choose once more.  
Open the panel under the number and read the mineral fact under the panel. 
Play over and over, again and again. 



Make Your Own Mineral  
Cootie Catcher 

Using your own knowledge of minerals, and my “Mineral Cootie 

Catcher” as a guide, create your own.  Here is a blank one to get 

you started. 


